Public Notice: Wilmington Housing Authority Seeks Comment on Hillcrest Redevelopment and Historic Review
The Wilmington Housing Authority (WHA) is seeking comments from the public on the demolition and redevelopment of the Hillcrest and Hillcrest Annex Public Housing Complex, located at 1402 Meares Street in Wilmington (bounded by Dawson Street, S. 16th Street, the CSX Rail Line, and S. 13th Street) and its effects on historic properties. The project will be partially funded by the US Department of Housing and Urban Development. The Hillcrest and Hillcrest Annex Public Housing Complex has been determined to be eligible for the National Register of Historic Places, and its demolition constitutes an adverse effect to a historic property under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. Per Section 106, the WHA must take action to resolve the adverse effect. The WHA is in consultation with the North Carolina State Historic Preservation Officer and other interested parties to prepare a Memorandum of Agreement that will outline the actions needed to mitigate effects to the historic property. 
Comments must be received by Monday, May 19th , 2026. Comments may be submitted to Elena Camacho at the Wilmington Housing Authority, 1524 S. 16th Street, Wilmington, NC 28401. 
Notification of Federal Undertaking with Determination of Adverse Effect on Properties Eligible for the National Register of Historic Places
Hillcrest and Hillcrest Annex Public Housing Complex, 1402 Meares Street (bounded by Dawson Street, S. 16th Street, the CSX Rail Line, and S. 13th Street), Wilmington, NC. 
Federal Undertaking
The Wilmington Housing Authority (WHA) is proposing to demolish and redevelop the Hillcrest and Hillcrest Annex Public Housing Complex utilizing federal funds from the Department of Housing and Urban Development,2025-08-13-Hillcrest_Village_MasterPlan_Package-FINAL.pdf.
Identification
The North Carolina State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) identified the Hillcrest and Hillcrest Annex Public Housing Complex as being over fifty years of age and, thus, meriting evaluation under National Register of Historic Places criteria. 
Historic Properties
Hillcrest and Hillcrest Annex Public Housing Complex (NH3679) was determined eligible for the National Register of Historic Places in 2022 due to its significant associations with military operations and shipbuilding during World War II and with the history of public housing in the city, Hillcrest Historic Property Information.pdf. 
Description of the Undertaking’s Effects on the Historic Property
The project includes the demolition of the existing Hillcrest and Hillcrest Annex Public Housing Complex, which is a historic property.
Explanation of why Adverse Effects were Determined
The redevelopment portion of the project cannot be undertaken without the demolition of 96 multi-family buildings consisting of 256 dwelling units and two non-residential buildings, which comprise the existing Hillcrest and Hillcrest Annex Public Housing Complex.
Mitigation of Adverse Effects
WHA is consulting with the SHPO and other interested parties on ways to mitigate the project’s adverse effect to the Hillcrest and Hillcrest Annex Public Housing Complex. The parties are entering into a Memorandum of Agreement, which will stipulate the details of the mitigation.

